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Notes firom the Pastor January 2047
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The new year is upon us, which is a great opportunity for people to look
forward and look backward. For many, 2016 was a pretty rotten year (but the
Cubs won the World Series! I know,
at AUMC, it has been somewhat of a typical year: some good stuff, some notso
good, some terrific and some awful, with a whole lot of simply carrying on. Tues. Clraanf t3y Cr aftfer s r
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As | look back, it is easy for me to see the failures in my life rather than thewe d .  JCaonrmmuni t y Mefl |l s r
victories. | can probably fill two closelgpaced sheets of paper with all the things R ,
| did wrong, failed to do, or didnd®" He NP BdhbGghYY dvy !
shorter. Perhaps the victories are much more subtle than the glaring We d JATHLT:esumes
failures, or | am too hard on myselff, but thatds thle way
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The year ahead looks awesome! Right now, as | type, the floor on our ne
building is being poured. We are looking forward to occupying it this summer,
perhaps as early as August (no promises!). That means we need to plan a
dedication service. | would hope to invite the District Superintendent, and the
Bishop, but no telling if their schedules are already full.
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New discipleship opportunities are being planned. Starting out we have odr

womends study on Hebrews, one of m favorite books.}] We v
on Christianity and World Religions beginning midanuary on Thursdays. We

will continue in our ministries on Wednesdays: community meals, youth groups

music practices. Our pantry wil/ sg—'\yle—%'—ﬂ\‘een, Godds CJl oset
clothing to children, Crafty Crafters will still be crafting, and a host of other Sunday

ministries will continue. In addition, so many of you are involved in ministries

beyond our local congregation, it is wonderful. I love hearing those stories asf{# P ®mal | @pdiups.  Youth

well. Mo nd:ay

Bishop Beard has challenged us to a year of revival, a recapturing of our firstf 6 - 3 ospcro u t s
love. You can read his entire statementéip://www.igrc.org and click on the
new yeards message on the top banneé
us to see the new lifegvive that Jesus is constantly calling us to. Strangely,
go forward by going back, by remembering who we are and whose we are, b
renewing our commitment, by setting our feet firmly on the foundation of JesusYe dnes day
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As | look back, and see the challenges | bungled, | remember one thing: €
in the midst of my worst failures, and even my sins, | remained faithful. My fai
and devotion in Jesus did not fail or waver (much). | continued to serve in the
ways he | ead me, and even in ways
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| pray for revival in my life, renewed commitment and devotion. | pray for § 4 : 3 0Qormmuni ty Meal s

revival in the lives of our congregation, for renewed vision and passion for
service. | pray for revival for our community, that we of AUMC can lead by
example our community into new life. | pray for revival for our state and natiorl,7 P n€h o i r
that we might indeed be compassionate witness to our great Savior.

6pm-8& h grade Youth
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It starts with me, and with you. Let us seek renewal, that we might go
forward into Godds wonderful desig

Pastor Bruce Weiman

Saf Oul; o V\%uos]fz

t Sgs on s v



http://www.igrc.org

FOOD PANTRY NEWS f NEWS FROM
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Jill Strawn 2 GODO6S CLOSET

Iris Ramsey
| received an exciting phone call from Dutch Valley
Meat in Chesterville.They had ground meat from  Happy new year to all of those who have donated

two deer that was donated to the food pantrijhe to Goddés Closet this pas:

government used to pay the processing for donate funding and clothing donations. Without your

meat but starting last year the hunter must pay hel Id b bl ot : q
this fee. Last year we didn't receive any venison, elp, we would be unable to assist those in neEsy

but this year two generous hunters changed all We have helped 32 families this past month and
that. We are so blessed for their generosity. have received donations of clothing, bedding and

divided the_meat between several families and they baby needs. This past month, we also placed a
were all thrilled! . . .

new single mattress in a home of a child the
The pantry is starting to get low in some second week it was received. We also placed 18
areas.We need chili beans, soup, saltine crackers, coats to children this past month. At Christmas,
canned fruit, Kleenex, and cereal . we gave small gifts of toys to children. We want

As always, thank you for supporting this outreach  © thank all of those who have donated to the
project. closet in any way this year.

In His Service, Jill Strawn I Al SRies; S RETseY

Women's Bible Study

Hebrews was a sermon for a specific people and culture in the midst of martyrdom
and persecution, but is also so relevant for us today, reminding us to continue walking

toward Jesus regardless of our culture or our circumstances. Join Lisa Harper as she
journeys through this bridge between the Old and New Testaments to get to the heart
of the matter: Jesus is our accessible King. He is not a faraway God, butan up  -close
Redeemer who draws near to us. Hebrews helps women make the connection between

God the Father and God the Son and reminds us that Jesus is supreme, but He is also
compassionate, empathetic, and loving to no end.

LISA HARPER

Sessions start Sunday, January
Arthur United Methodist Church
128 E lllinois St, Arthur, IL
Call the church at 2175433159 to reserve your book or with any questions
All women are welcome! Work books are $14.50 each.
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We truly do touch lives at AUMC
Submitted by Leroy Allison
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(Al'though we are trying to get these |ists updated as b
Pl ease be sure to contact the office Wirtihanaan)y i nf or ma
2 Jim McLaughlin 20 Bruce Dicks
5 Caden Miller Mark Dicks
8 Arlene Aschermann
Makenna Green 23 Doug Dicks
Ella Oye Chob Edmundson
9 Jack Oye Candace Schoffstall Houts
Corinna Schoffstall Watson
11 Easton Frederick
Ellen Miller 25 Lynn Salrin
27 Chad Price
15 Gay Davis 29 Judy Edmundson
Karen Oye Maxine Fitjarrald
Doug McDonald Mary Miller
Beth Wilson
16 Ruth Miller 30 CynD Lindsey
18 Katherine Rosenbaum 31 Todd Dukeman

ANNIVERSARIES
4 Doug & Marcia Jurgens 19 Dale Schuring & Val Cornwell
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